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Group	  Resource	  

Sermon	  Notes	  –	  Sunday,	  December	  09,	  2012	  
	  
ONE	  ANOTHER	  

Message:	  	  	   “Pray	  for	  One	  Another”	  
Scripture:	  	   	   James	  5:13-‐18	  
	  
I. Prayer	  is	  an	  indispensible	  spiritual	  weapon.	  As	  followers	  of	  Christ,	  we	  have	  a	  responsibility	  to	  KEEP	  

ON	  praying	  for	  one	  another.	  
a. To	  intercede	  means	  to	  plead	  or	  petition	  on	  behalf	  of	  someone	  else.	  
b. We	  are	  called	  to	  pray	  for	  others	  because	  it	  invites	  God’s	  intervention.	  James	  5:16b	  reminds	  

us	  that	  The	  prayer	  of	  a	  righteous	  man	  is	  powerful	  and	  effective.	  
II. Who	  qualifies	  as	  a	  righteous	  man?	  

a. Romans	  3:10-‐12	  says	  that	  none	  of	  us	  can	  call	  ourselves	  righteous	  by	  our	  own	  deeds.	  The	  
good	  news	  is	  that	  through	  Jesus	  Christ,	  a	  righteousness,	  apart	  from	  the	  law,	  has	  been	  made	  
known.	  This	  righteousness	  from	  God	  comes	  through	  faith	  in	  Jesus	  Christ	  to	  all	  who	  believe.	  
(Romans	  3:21-‐24)	  

b. We	  can	  paraphrase	  James	  5:16b	  to	  say	  that,	  “the	  prayers	  of	  those	  who	  put	  their	  faith	  and	  
trust	  in	  God	  THROUGH	  Christ	  Jesus	  will	  be	  both	  powerful	  and	  effective.	  

i. The	  “righteous”	  person	  is	  committed	  to	  doing	  God’s	  will	  and	  to	  cultivating	  a	  
relationship	  with	  God	  that	  knows	  and	  prays	  God’s	  will.	  

III. What	  happens	  when	  a	  righteous	  man	  prays?	  
a. The	  prayer	  of	  a	  righteous	  person	  is	  powerful	  and	  effective	  as	  they	  welcome	  God’s	  best	  to	  be	  

manifested	  in	  the	  earth.	  
b. Effective	  prayer	  is	  not	  grounded	  in	  getting	  what	  we	  want!	  In	  the	  Garden	  of	  Gethsemane,	  

Jesus	  asked	  for	  a	  way	  to	  avoid	  the	  cross,	  but	  ultimately	  God’s	  best	  was	  the	  grace	  that	  Jesus	  
needed	  to	  finish	  the	  journey	  to	  the	  cross.	  Jesus	  learned	  to	  pray	  to	  the	  Father,	  “Not	  what	  I	  
will,	  but	  what	  you	  will.”	  

c. 	  Jesus	  taught	  his	  disciples	  to	  pray.	  “Your	  kingdom	  come,	  your	  will	  be	  done	  on	  earth	  as	  it	  is	  in	  
heaven.”	  (Matthew	  6:10)	  

d. When	  we	  are	  praying	  for	  others,	  we	  have	  to	  realize	  and	  BELIEVE	  that	  God	  has	  the	  
power	  to	  do	  the	  IMPOSSIBLE.	  If	  we	  are	  simply	  praying	  according	  to	  our	  own	  strength	  or	  
resources,	  then	  intercessory	  prayer	  will	  be	  overwhelming!	  Intercessory	  prayer	  is	  based	  on	  
God’s	  great	  power	  that	  is	  at	  work	  within	  us.	  

IV. 5	  Promises	  of	  powerful	  and	  effective	  prayer	  
a. Powerful	  prayer	  brings	  healing	  (James	  5:13-‐16)	  
b. Powerful	  prayer	  transcends	  distance	  (Acts	  12:6-‐16)	  
c. Powerful	  prayer	  can	  cover	  multitudes	  (Isaiah	  37:14-‐36)	  
d. Powerful	  prayer	  releases	  strongholds	  (1	  Samuel	  16:14-‐23)	  
e. Powerful	  prayer	  advances	  faster	  and	  further.	  (Daniel	  6:16-‐24)	  

V. Ultimately	  when	  we	  pray	  for	  one	  another,	  we	  stand	  in	  the	  promise	  of	  1	  John	  5:14-‐15:	  This	  is	  the	  
confidence	  we	  have	  in	  approaching	  God:	  that	  if	  we	  ask	  anything	  according	  to	  his	  will,	  he	  hears	  us.	  15	  
And	  if	  we	  know	  that	  he	  hears	  us—whatever	  we	  ask—we	  know	  that	  we	  have	  what	  we	  asked	  of	  him.	   	  
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Let’s	  Talk	  Notes	  –	  Week	  of	  December	  9,	  2012	  
	  
Message:	  	  	   “Pray	  for	  One	  Another	  
Scripture:	  	   	   James	  5:13-‐18	  
	   	  

1) What	  is	  one	  of	  the	  best	  gifts	  (besides	  Jesus)	  that	  you’ve	  ever	  received	  for	  Christmas?	  
What	  is	  one	  of	  the	  best	  gifts	  that	  you	  have	  given	  to	  someone	  else.	  
	  	  

2) As	  you	  reflect	  back	  on	  last	  weekend’s	  sermon,	  what	  one	  principle	  or	  insight	  stands	  out	  
as	  being	  particularly	  helpful,	  insightful	  or	  difficult	  to	  grasp?	  Were	  you	  challenged	  in	  any	  
area	  of	  your	  personal	  walk	  with	  God?	  

	  
3) Have	  you	  ever	  prayed	  for	  someone	  else	  and	  God	  answered	  your	  request?	  How	  did	  you	  

feel?	  	  
	  

4) Do	  you	  find	  it	  difficult	  to	  pray	  for	  others?	  If	  so,	  why?	  (e.g.,	  I	  feel	  I’m	  not	  qualified	  to	  pray	  
for	  others,	  their	  need	  seems	  too	  great,	  my	  personal	  needs	  take	  priority	  in	  prayer,	  it	  is	  
difficult	  to	  pray	  for	  my	  enemies,	  etc.)	  What	  do	  the	  Scriptures	  say	  about	  the	  areas	  that	  
you	  may	  be	  struggling	  with	  in	  praying	  for	  others?	  	  
	  

5) Pastor Joseph mentioned that a “righteous” person is committed to cultivating a relationship 
with God that prays for God’s will	  to	  be	  done.	  How	  do	  we	  pray	  for	  someone	  else	  
according	  to	  God’s	  will?	  
	  

6) Sometimes,	  it	  is	  easier	  to	  prayer	  for	  others	  on	  a	  regular	  basis	  by	  praying	  for	  specific	  
areas	  each	  day.	  List	  some	  specific	  people	  that	  you	  can	  pray	  for	  in	  each	  of	  these	  
categories.	  

Monday	   Tuesday	   Wednesday	   Thursday	   Friday	   Saturday	   Sunday	  

Leaders	   Household	  
(Family)	  

Workmates	  
and	  
Schoolmates	  

Neighbors	   Unsaved	  
Loved	  Ones	  

Your	  City	   Mars	  Hill	  
Fellowship	  
Church	  
Leaders	  &	  
Members	  

	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

	  


