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Sermon Notes — Sunday, May 31, 2015

Series: Sermons 2015 Scripture: Exodus 4:10-13
Message: Here | am Lord, Send Me!

l. We return back to our theme for 2015 which “Be Strong and Very Courageous”

a. Inthe beginning of this year, Pastor Joseph encouraged the congregation to have the resolve to trust

God with all of their heart. Courage means to remain steadfast in the face of difficulty or opposition
. In the book of Exodus, God called Moses to partner in His work in the earth.

a. God told Moses that He had heard the cries of the children of Israel. God promised to lead them out
of bondage into their own fertile and spacious land.

b. Moses was excited about the proposition of God delivering the people, but he didn’t realize all that
this would entail. It is easy for us to get excited about something that God is going to do and then
realize that it will require something from us. The Lord chose Moses to lead His people out of Egypt.
(Exodus 3:7-10)

[l. Moses did not exactly jump at the chance to assume leadership. He had several reasons why he didn’t
think that God’s plan was the best.

a. “Who am | to appear before Pharaoh? Who am | to lead the people of Israel out of Egypt?” (Exodus
3:11-12)

i. The Lord promised to be with Moses. The believer’s source of power is not wrapped in their
personal identity but in who is with them! 1 John 4:4b says “the Spirit who lives in you is
greater than the spirit who lives in the world.” God promised Moses success in his journey.

b. He cited ignorance. “If | go to the people of Israel and tell them, ‘The God of your ancestors has sent
me to you,” they will ask me, “‘What is his name?’ Then what should | tell them?” (Exodus 3:13-15)

i. Moses was afraid that he wouldn’t be able to answer basic questions from the people.

ii. God instructed Moses to tell the people that God revealed His name to him, Jehovah—“1 AM
WHO | AM” or “l was, | am, | always will be!”

c. Hecited lack of credentials. “What if they won’t believe me or listen to me? What if they say, ‘The
Lord never appeared to you’?” (Exodus 4:1)

i. God gave Moses 3 miraculous signs: A staff that turned into a serpent; a hand that turned
leperous when put in his cloak; and water from the Nile that become blood.

d. Finally, he called attention to his lack of ability. “O Lord, I'm not very good with words. | never have
been, and I’'m not now, even though you have spoken to me. | get tongue-tied, and my words get
tangled.” (Exodus 4:10)

V. What did Moses perceive about himself?

a. Moses’ perception of his calling was based upon his limited perspective of what he thought that he
was capable of doing.

b. I'm not very good with words.

c. | never have been (His perspective was limited by his past)

I never have been, and I’'m not now, even though you have spoken to me. (His perspective was
limited on what God could overcome)

e. |gettongue-tied, and my words get tangled.
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perspective)
a. When we focus on what we say about ourselves instead of what God says to us about ourselves, we

V. The problem of isolating our calling to just what we see (the

limit our perspective to our perception.
i. God’s perception is always greater than our perspective (Isaiah 55:8-9)

1. ISAIAH 55: 8 “My thoughts are nothing like your thoughts,” says the LORD. “And my
ways are far beyond anything you could imagine. 9 For just as the heavens are
higher than the earth, so my ways are higher than your ways and my thoughts
higher than your thoughts.

b. We can easily assume that what we think/say about ourselves makes us qualified/unqualified for
God’s assignments. However, this reasoning would mean that God wasn’t aware of the details in our
lives.

¢. In Exodus 4:13, Moses reveals the true motivation behind his objections.

i. Moses resolved: “Lord, please! Send anyone else.” Moses believed that God had made a
mistake in the assignment.
VL. The blessing of seeing ourselves according to the true “I AM”

a. ! Then the LorD asked Moses, “Who makes a person’s mouth? Who decides whether people speak or
do not speak, hear or do not hear, see or do not see? Is it not I, the LORD?

b. God + anything is extraordinary

i. We often try to find adequacy in our own strength. In the kingdom of God, our adequacy is
measured by our willingness to be submitted to the will of God.
ii. When we see ourselves as His vessels, we allow ourselves to be used by the GREAT “| AM”

c. God has any/every resource at his disposal — but we have to get the glittering image out of our head.
We tend to reverse-engineer what Christianity looks like and make assumptions that God only uses
people who have been perfectly trained, understand all of the circumstances, have spent extensive
time practicing and preparing, have proper qualifications, will not be subject to temptation or
timidity, will always have the right words, and will always walk in the Spirit and not in the flesh. The
truth is that God uses broken vessels who are yielded to the Lordship of Jesus Christ to do amazing
things in the earth through the power of Christ.

d. Our personal inadequacy is not a reason to be disqualified from God using our lives for His glory.
When we feel most inadequate, we must realize that God can do amazing things

i. He can change us,
ii. He can change our circumstances through us,
iii. He can demonstrate His power through our weakness, or
iv. He can send others who will partner with us in our assignments

e. With Moses, God didn’t choose to perfect his public speaking skills. Instead, God chose to display His
greatness through Moses’ weakness. We shouldn’t deny the assignments of the Lord — simply
because we want God to do it a different way. If God is God — Let Him be God

VII. God made the very mouth that Moses considered as a weakness. If Moses focused on the one who was
with him, he would take stock in God’s promise: “12 Now go! | will be with you as you speak, and | will
instruct you in what to say.”
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Let’s Talk Notes — Sunday, May 31, 2015

Series: Sermons 2015 Scripture: Exodus 4:10-13
Message: Here | am Lord, Send Me!

1. Asyou reflect back on this weekend’s sermon, what one principle or insight stands out as being particularly
helpful, insightful or difficult to grasp? Were you challenged in any area of your personal walk with God?

2. Courage Check-up. What are some Godly burdens that you committed to at the beginning of this year? How
are you doing in pursuing those commitments? What are your greatest challenges? Are there any new areas
in which God is asking you to walk in courage to start, stop or continue? How can your real.life group keep
you accountable?

3. List 3 things that you have perceived about yourself? Has any of these items caused you to assume whether
you are qualified/unqualified for God’s assignments? How can premature judgments about our calling hinder
God from displaying His greatness through our lives?

4. Read Exodus 3:1 -4:17. What things challenge you about either Moses' responses or God's responses in
these chapters?

5. Pastor Joseph shared that when we feel most inadequate, God can do amazing things
a. He can change us,
b. He can change our circumstances through us,
c. He can demonstrate His power through our weakness, or
d. He can send others who will partner with us in our assignments

What are some of the benefits/challenges with each of these methodologies? Are any of His ways
particularly difficult for you? Share a personal experience in which God made provision for your
inadequacies in time, talent, resources, or finances.

6. Read Jeremiah 1:4-10. What were the prophet’s weaknesses? How did the Lord deal with those
weaknesses? Did the Lord change his weaknesses?




